
 

 

USMUN 2016 RULES OF PROCEDURE (SHORT) 

General Proceedings 

Content Description Note Rule 

Agenda The first thing a committee will do, 

is to adopt the agenda.   

 5 

Quorum A meeting may be opened when at 

least one fourth of the committee 

members are present.  

 17 

Appeals If a delegate considers the 

Chairperson’s actions as violating 

the Rules, the delegate may appeal 

the decision. 

This motion requires a 

second, and the appeal may 

be accepted only if 2/3 of 

the committee votes in 

favour. 

Is not applicable to all 

decisions.  

19 

Speeches No delegate may speak without the 

explicit permission of the 

Chairperson. 

 21 

Formal 

Consultations 

During the session, a continuously 

open Speakers’ List will be 

maintained.  

 

If the Speakers’ List is exhausted, 

debate on the agenda item will 

automatically close.  

 24 

Formal 

Informal 

Consultations 

This is a form of consultation in 

which the Chairperson decides who 

will speak next immediately after 

the preceding speaker without 

regards to a specific list.  

 

The Formal Informal Consultations 

have a specific topic and time limit. 

 

The duration of Formal Informal 

Consultations may not exceed 20 

minutes.   

Known as moderated caucus 

at a number of other MUN 

conferences. 

 

If the motion is contested, a 

simple majority in favour is 

needed.  

25 

Informal 

Consultations 

This is a form of consultation in 

which the formal deliberations and 

rules are suspended for the time 

specified.  

 

This type of consultations is not 

supervised by the Chairperson. 

 

The duration of Formal Informal 

Consultations may not exceed 30 

minutes.   

Known as unmoderated 

caucus.  

 

If the motion is contested, a 

simple majority in favour is 

needed. 

26 



 

 

Working 

Papers, 

Proposals and 

Amendments 

Working papers, proposals and 

Amendments may be submitted to 

the Committee Bureau in writing. 

The Chairperson has the power to 

approve or reject any working 

paper, proposal and amendment.  

 

If approved, the working paper, 

proposal or amendment will be 

circulated to the committee 

members.  

Any working papers, 

proposals or amendments 

may not be discussed in 

consultations other than 

informal consultations 

before it has been formally 

introduced.  

27 

Introduction of 

Working 

Papers, 

Proposals and 

Amendments 

After the working paper, proposal 

or amendment has been approved 

and circulated to the committee 

members, the author(s) may 

formally introduce the document.   

If there are any objections to 

the introduction, a simple 

majority in favour is 

required.  

28 

Postponement 

of Debate 

A delegate may move at any time to 

raise a motion to postpone the 

debate on the item under 

discussion. 

 

This motion ends all discussion 

related to the item debated and will 

not be resumed unless a motion to 

resume debate on the agenda item is 

raised. 

In addition to the proposers 

of the motion, two delegates 

may speak in favour or 

against to determine the 

proposal. 

 

 

29 

Resumption of 

Debate 

A delegate may move the 

resumption of debate on an agenda 

item after a motion to postpone 

debate on that item has passed. 

 

This motion negates all the effects 

of the postponement.  

If contested, two speakers in 

favour and two speakers 

opposing the motion shall be 

able to speak prior to voting.  

30 

Closure of 

Debate 

A delegate may move the closure of 

debate on an agenda item to move 

into voting procedures on that 

topic.  

 

This motion ends all discussion on 

the agenda item and the committee 

will immediately vote on the 

proposals on the topic, if any. 

If contested, only two 

speakers opposing the 

closure will be able to speak 

prior to voting.  

31 

Suspension of 

Adjournment of 

the Meeting 

A delegate may move the 

suspension or adjournment of the 

meeting. 

 

This motion will end the meeting, 

which will be resumed at a later 

time as specified by the proposer.  

 32 

Order of The motions indicated below shall  33 



 

 

Procedural 

Motions 

have precedence in the following 

order over all other proposals or 

motions before the meeting: 

1. Formal Informal Consultations 

2. Informal Consultations 

3. Introduction of Working Papers 

4. Introduction of Amendments 

5. Introduction of Proposals 

6. Closure of Debate 

7. Postponement of Debate 

8. Resumption of Debate 

9. Adjournment of the Meeting 

10. Suspension of the Meetings 

Withdrawal of 

Motions 

A motion may be withdrawn by its 

proposer before it has been voted 

on. 

 34 

Reconsideration 

of Proposals 

Adopted or rejected proposals are 

not subject to be reconsidered by 

the committee unless a two-thirds 

majority of the members present 

and voting, so decides. 

In addition to the proposers 

of the motion, two delegates 

may speak against to 

determine the proposal. 

35 

Point of 

Personal 

Privilege 

A delegate may raise a point of 

personal privilege to highlight 

personal discomfort which makes it 

more difficult for the delegate to 

participate.  

This point can interrupt a 

speaker if the point is made 

due to audibility.  

38 

Point of Order A delegate may raise a Point of 

Order if he or she wants to 

challenge a decision made by the 

Chairperson. 

 39 

Point of Inquiry A delegate may raise a point of 

inquiry if he or she wants a 

clarification on the Rules or the 

general proceedings within the 

committee. 

 40 

 

  



 

 

Voting 

Procedural 

Voting 

All members of the committee 

shall vote during procedural 

votings. 

 41 

Adoption 

without vote 

Before any voting procedures – 

whether procedural or substantial 

– the Chairperson has the right to 

ask if the item to be voted on may 

be adopted on without a vote.  

 

If there are any objections, the 

committee will then move into 

voting procedures.  

 42 

Voting Rights Only full members of the United 

Nations shall be given voting 

privileges during substantial 

voting.  

 43 

Simple 

Majority 

Unless falling into the category of 

‘important questions’ (see Rule 

44), the decisions made by the 

Committee will be made by a 

simple majority. 

Simple majority is 

considered to be 50%+1.  

46 

Method of 

Voting 

Default voting method is the show 

of hands. However, a delegate 

may also request a roll-call vote, 

in which all the full members give 

their votes one-by-one in 

alphabetic order after being called 

out by the Chairperson. 

 

Valid votes are ‘Yes’, ‘No’ and 

‘Abstention’.   

 48 

Conduct 

During Voting 

No delegate may interfere the 

voting other than through a Point 

of Order.  

Either before or after the voting, 

the Chairperson may allow 

delegates to explain their votes.  

The proposer of a proposal 

or amendment may not 

explain his or her vote on 

his or her own proposal or 

amendment. 

49 

Division of 

Proposals and 

Amendments 

A delegate may move the division 

of a proposal or amendment. The 

proposer of this motion will then 

detail how the proposal or 

amendments shall be divided up 

and voted on separately.  

 

When the process is complete, the 

committee will vote on the 

approved parts as a whole.  

If contested, two speakers 

for and two against the 

motion may speak prior to 

a procedural vote.  

50 

Voting on In cases where there are  51 



 

 

Amendments amendments to a proposal, the 

amendments shall be voted on 

first.  

Voting on 

Multiple 

Proposals 

Unless otherwise is decided, the 

committee shall vote on multiple 

proposals in the order in which 

they were originally submitted.  

 52 

Voting Results After voting, the results shall be 

announced by the Chairperson. 

 53 

 


